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Thursday, 10th November 2016                            No. 9   

The Swaminarayan 
Education is that which liberates 

 

Dear Parents, Guardians, Pupils and Friends, 

 

Theme for next week 
The theme for next week is: The power to choose. I have written about it in the newsletter. I hope 

you find it of interest. 

 

The Times Obituary of Param Pujya Pramukh Swami 
On Monday this week, The Times published an obituary of our founder and Guru. While the full text 

of the obituary is included at the back of the newsletter, the following paragraph from the obituary is 

telling of what Swamiji represented.  

Intensely meticulous, the guru urged followers to learn from the strengths of other faiths. The 

Muslim habit of praying five times daily showed commitment, Christian missionaries had 

spoken of their faith with pride in India, while the Jews showed admirable community spirit. 

Noted for displaying equal kindness to all who met him, he was a father figure to Narendra 

Modi, the prime minister of India. At his funeral, Modi said that Pramukh Swami Maharaj 

would often analyse videos of his public speeches. “Two to three days later, I would get a 

call from him that I should not have spoken a particular word,” he recalled. 

 
Prize/Speech Day. 

Parents and guardians are reminded about the Senior School Prize Day to take place on Friday, 25th 

November 2016 in the Mandir Haveli at 6.30 pm. All the GCSE and A Levels certificates have 

arrived, shields are being prepared to be awarded on the day. The dress code is formal Indian. The 

evening will be followed with a delicious meal at the end. Everyone is requested to be seated in the 

Haveli by 6.45 pm. 

 

Support Brent Music Services & Brent Intermediate Orchestra 

Senior 1 Student Raisa Ruparelia needs your help to keep music alive in Brent! 

She plays with the Brent Intermediate Orchestra, part of the Brent Music Service. However this 

service no longer receives funding from Brent Council. In order to allow students such as Raisa to 

play in orchestras and benefit from playing music in a group environment they are looking to raise 

£25k from the Aviva Community Fund and need your help. It costs you nothing but 2 minutes of your 

time. Parents are encouraged to go to the Aviva website: 

https://www.avivacommunityfund.co.uk/voting/project/view/16-1467 and vote for the BMS bid. Each 

person can have 10 votes. The votes need to be cast before 18th November and the bids with the 

most votes will go through to the final round. It really is very simple and quick. Parents interested in 

enrolling their child in an orchestra should contact BMS by email (info@brentmusicservice.com) or 

phone (020 8204 8096). 

 

 

Lions Peace Poster Competition 2016 – 2017 – Miss 

Morrison writes: 
Once again Year 8 students have spent the first half-term of the 

year creating their peace posters for the annual Lions Club 

competition. This year’s theme is ‘Celebrating Peace’ which 

has led to many joyous and colourful responses from students. 

The competition attracts entries from all over the world and the 

students put in their best efforts to complete with their global 

contemporaries. The first hurdle to clear is to be chosen as the 

https://www.avivacommunityfund.co.uk/voting/project/view/16-1467
mailto:info@brentmusicservice.com
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school winner and in this regard Dev Ghumra in Year 8G was the victor with a detailed and carefully 

developed design. Well done Dev!  

Dev’s poster now goes on to compete with winners from other schools. Good Luck! 

As always, our judges from the Lions Club found the decision difficult and congratulations go to all 

students who took part for their wonderful work. I would like to also give thanks to the Lions Club for 

inviting us to participate and also for generously organising prizes for the children.  

 

 

DRAMA SCHEDULES (S5, S4 and S3) - Mr Benny writes….. 
The GCSE’s and Speech Day gather momentum, rehearsals abound! Here for your appraisal is our 

schedule to date:  S5 GCSE Actors: Group A (Alisha – Reashan – Ananya) and Group B (Payal – 

Adithya – Rhea) 

 
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATUR SUNDAY 

7 NOVEMBER 

  

  

8 

A + B : 4-5pm 

9 10 11 12 13 

14 

  

  

15 

A : 4-5pm 

16 17 18 19 20 

21 

  

  

22 

A : 4-6pm 

B : 4-5 pm 

23 

ALL DAY  

REHEARSE 

24 25  SPEECH 

DAY 

A + B : 1.30-

2.30pm 

26 27 

28 

  

  

29 

A : 4-6pm 

B : 4-5 pm 

30 1st DECEMBER 

*emergency 

A + B : 4-5 (6) 

pm 

2 

B : 4-5 (6) pm 

3 4 

10am – 2/3/4 

pm 

5 

ALL DAY 

REHEARSE 

  

6 

PERFORMANCE 

  

          

 
S4 ACTORS rehearse Tuesday evenings (4-5pm+) in preparation for their SPEECH DAY 

performance.  

S3 ACTORS rehearse Thursday evenings (4-5 or 5.30pm) in preparation for the annual ISA DRAMA 

COMPETITION (March 2017). 

BOTH S4 and S3 actors must attend the S5 GCSE performance – Tuesday 6 December 

(daytime)  

 

The power to choose 
Think 

The greatest freedom human beings have is the freedom to choose. So many children who are born 

into privileged circumstances throw away their lives because life is too easy for them. They have not 

experienced the hardships that lights the fire that could lead them to a golden future. Sometimes, 

when we have everything we need in life, we develop a habit of drifting aimlessly, and it is when 

things do not come to us easily that we learn to appreciate its value. 

Feel 

If you are one of those who wants to build a bright future for yourself you will have to learn to take 

charge of your life. You will have to stop making excuses and aspire. Today you are very lucky to live 

in an age when you can find out about things and learn. You have people around you to whom you 

can turn for help and support, yet too often we do not take advantage of these opportunities and we 

continue to drift. 

Do 

You must learn to take control of your life if you want to achieve great things because nobody will do 

it for you. Your parents and guardians will support you whenever they can and teach you right from 

wrong when you are young, but eventually a time will come when you will have to choose what you 

want to do with your life. If you do not choose wisely when this time comes and seek good counsel, 

you will make a mess of your life. Do not waste time trying to work things out for yourself, but 

instead ask your parents, teachers or anyone who is in a position to help if ever you feel lost. Ask God 

for help. Asking is the beginning of receiving. You have the freedom to create a beautiful life. Seek 

help by asking questions to make the right choices, and create an extraordinary life. 
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WRITER’S CORNER 

The value of history - of our learning from the past - cannot be underestimated; the poignancy of Urja 

Thakrar’s essay on the Holocaust and its relevance to us seventy years or so later establishes the case. 

 

The Power to Choose - Urja Thakrar (U6) 

The theme for this coming week, rather fittingly, is the power to choose. As Mr Manani himself has stated, 

the greatest freedom human beings have is the freedom to choose. This was something that was evident to 

me last month, when myself and Dhruvi were given the opportunity to visit the Auschwitz concentration 

camp in Poland and witness first-hand the chilling evidence of what had happened there during the Second 

World War, as part of the ‘Lessons from Auschwitz’ project.  

Visiting the individual buildings of the camp which contained rooms full of human hair (shaved off and 

stolen by the Nazis to sell to German citizens) as well as the thousands of personal everyday items such as 

lockets, hairbrushes, shoes and house keys, was heart-wrenching to say the least. We were also led around 

the ‘shelters’ of the camp to see the desolate conditions in which prisoners lived. This powerful experience 

was one which compelled me to put my own ‘problems’ into perspective; one particular moment that will 

stay with me forever was walking back from the camp at the end of the day, wrapped up in layers of 

jumpers, coats, scarves and hats to fight the unbearable cold. All I could think about at this time were those 

Jewish men, women, and children who had walked the same steps I had around 70 years ago, often 

barefoot and dressed in a thin pair of dirty pyjamas.  

I could not imagine suffering such pain and atrocities with as much valour and dignity as the Jewish people 

had. However, even more than this, I could not imagine how millions of other European people could live 

in their home - sometimes a stone’s throw away from camps such as Auschwitz - and simply do nothing. 

This is perhaps why this week’s theme is so important. The power to choose. Obviously, the Nazis chose 

to continue working for Hitler and carrying out such heinous crimes, but perhaps just as importantly, all of 

those citizens who simply closed their eyes and feigned blindness to the horrors that were happening right 

under their nose – they chose to do so. In making this choice, their silence was nothing but favourable to 

the Nazis. When we choose to do and say nothing, despite recognising its immorality, we are allowing the 

voice of the oppressor to overpower ours, and this is dangerous beyond recognition.  

At this point, you may be asking why all of this is relevant. Yes, the Holocaust happened, and it’s a terrible 

event which must never be forgotten, but… the past is in the past, so it’s not relevant to everyday life now, 

right? Wrong. Contemporary relevance of the Holocaust is all around us. The obvious example would be 

the American election this week, where a sexist, racist, unhinged xenophobe otherwise known as Donald 

Trump became President of the United States – the leader of the free world. The people of America had a 

choice this week, and the power to choose a person who is arguably the most influential leader in the world 

was in their hands. Yet they have chosen a man who does not believe in climate change, speaks about 

women in derogatory and downright disgusting ways, threatened to ban an entire religious group from the 

country, and wants to take away healthcare for millions of people. Whilst it would be wrong for me to 

directly draw comparisons between Trump and Hitler, I think it can definitely be agreed on that never 

before has a President come so close to the barbaric approach that Trump will bring to the role.  

So what can we take from the Holocaust, from the actions of America, and from even ourselves a few 

months earlier with Brexit? Firstly, it is imperative to recognise that the UK government plays a key role in 

global events and we, as citizens, can influence government policy - we all have a responsibility to be 

involved in the democratic process of the UK. We must promote tolerance of others by recognising the 

role played by all regardless of gender, race or creed, and endeavour to challenge acts of discrimination in 

both our communities and society at large – even when this may be unpopular or inconvenient. Societies 

are made up of individuals. If we want to make the world a more humane place, we must start with our 

own everyday actions. All of this is feasible simply because we have the power to choose – a freedom 

which has never been so important in the uncertain world we have been thrown into. Potential perpetrators 

of atrocities such as the Holocaust can only be allowed to succeed if bystanders remain bystanders.  
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Thank you to S1 for being good sports: Taisha queen of 

Jacob’s ladder, Palak diabolo expert, well done to Neil for 

conquering his fears, Krisha for excellent abseiling,  Venkat 

for beating me at zip wiring , Nandini  for zooming up the 

high equilibrium, Daman for dabbing, Pryiesh for laser 

shooting anything that moved, Pasan for 100% 

perseverance, Vyash for great engineering in the Team 

Tech, Abhishek for cleverly rolling his team to victory in 

Marble motion, Shivaan for breaking the speed of sound in 

Team challenge and finally thank you to Mr Stewart Brown 

our top plate spinner!  
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Pryiesh writes: I found Laser Tag quite fascinating and fun. 

The location was a good hiding area with well-working guns. 

My favourite part was shooting Mr Stewart-Brown. 

S1 Residential 

Daman says: In Bushcraft, we learned how to make a fire. 

Shivaan and I went to look for wood, while Pasan and Vyash 

made the fire. Mr Stewart-Brown made the best fire.  

Taisha writes: Jacob ’s ladder was my favourite. I managed to 

get all the way to the top. Jacob ’s ladder is hard because the 

distance between the rungs grow in length as you go higher and you have to work as a team. But my 

partner was afraid of heights; he told me to continue on my own. So it was a challenge for me, but I 

managed to get there in three minutes we had. 

What did we learn?  Team Work, Challenges & 

Risks: face our fears & Resilience: never give up 

What did we do? Circus skills, High Equilibrium, 

Nightline, Problem solving, Marble motion, Orienteering, 

Abseiling, Archery, Team Tech, Jacob’s ladder, Bushcraft, 

3G swings, Outdoor laser, Fencing, Swimming, Aeroball, 

crate stacking, Aerial runway & Leap of Faith… You name 

it, we did it! 

Did we have fun? You bet! 

Ready to do it again? 100% YES 

Vyash tells us: There was one activity in particular, the Leap of Faith, which I completed successfully. 

You had to climb up a very high ladder. At the top, you have 

to jump off a platform and grab a trapeze, and swing there 

before letting go. 

 

 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Nilesh Manani 
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OBITUARY 

Pramukh Swami Maharaj 

Spiritual leader who built the world’s largest Hindu temple outside India in Neasden and 

admired the British habit of queueing 

November 7 2016, 12:01am, The Times 

 

Pramukh Swami Maharaj, the fifth spiritual leader of the BAPS religious organisation, had one million disciples around the 

world 

Pramukh Swami Maharaj shot to international attention in the 1990s when he built the largest 

Hindu temple outside India — in the unassuming northwest London suburb of Neasden. 

Under his guidance, Bochasanwasi Shri Akshar Purushottam Swaminarayan Sanstha (BAPS), 

which had started as a small religious sect in Gujarat, a corner of western India, came to have 

more than 900 sadhus (holy men), 3,300 Mandirs (houses of God) and 7,200 weekly 

assemblies. As the fifth spiritual leader, Pramukh Swami Maharaj could claim one million 

disciples around the world. 

His followers — once described as “Methodists of Hinduism, practical, puritanical, 

evangelical” — believe that their founder, Swaminarayan, a 19th-century wandering guru, 

was an incarnation of God. Swaminarayan’s third spiritual successor formalised the sect in 

1907. Devotees practise social service and live by five vows of: “No alcohol, no addictions, 

no adultery, no meat, no impurity of body and mind.” 
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As a sadhu, Pramukh (meaning president) Swami Maharaj was also celibate. Dressed in a 

neatly bound turban and distinctive orange robes, he caused a stir when he flew to London 

from India in 1990 to consecrate the site — a scruffy used-car garage — which had been 

found for the new temple. He took a helicopter from Battersea to scatter rose petals and then 

rode through the streets on an elephant, named Maureen, followed by hundreds of supporters. 

The idea for the temple was first suggested by his predecessor, Yogiji Maharaj, the fourth 

leader, in 1970, when the Indian community in Britain had begun to grow rapidly. Until then, 

devotees practised in an office in Baker Street and later a converted church in Islington. On 

Yogiji Maharaj’s death in 1971, Pramukh Swami Maharaj vowed to realise his vision. The 

foundation for the Shri Swaminarayan Temple was laid in August 1992 with the largest 

concrete pour in Britain — 4,500 tonnes in 24 hours. It eventually cost £12 million, but had 

no structural steel frame because, as one devotee explained, “the metal would give off 

electromagnetic waves which would interfere with our patterns of meditation.” 

A punctilious timekeeper who lived in London while the temple was being built, the guru 

admired the British habit of queueing as an example of discipline. Women were ushered out 

of sight whenever he passed through Heathrow, surrounded by 22 orange-clad disciples. “My 

religious code means absolute celibacy in thought and deed,” he explained. He flew in his 

own compartment on airplanes to keep his distance from the stewardesses. 

Pramukh Swami Maharaj was born in the village of Chansad, in Gujarat, in 1921, the 

youngest of ten children. His childhood name was Shantilal Patel. His parents, Motibhai and 

Diwaliben Patel, were devotees of Shastriji Maharaj, the founder of BAPS, regarded as the 

third spiritual successor of Swaminarayan. The guru apparently told his father: “This child is 

ours . . . He will lead thousands to the devotion of God.” Pramukh Swami Maharaj attended 

school for a few years, and worked on his parents’ farm, where he was praised for his calm 

but energetic nature. In the evenings he would race down to the village to listen to the stories 

told by holy men, often riding on his second-hand Hercules bicycle. 

At the age of 17 he became a sadhu, and in his 20s was appointed secretary to the fourth 

spiritual successor to Swaminarayan, Yogiji Maharaj, who then requested that he become 

president of the BAPS organisation. At first he declined, saying he was too young. However, 

aged 28, he relented. On the night of the ceremony for his appointment he was found in the 

kitchen, washing cooking utensils and dishes. 

He travelled the world to establish temples, meeting politicians such as Bill Clinton and Tony 

Blair and religious leaders such as the Dalai Lama and Pope John Paul II, and the then-

Archbishop of Canterbury, Robert Runcie. His followers found him easy to talk to, an 

attentive listener and empathetic. Often he would gently quiz them about their daily lives. 

One, who met the guru while a schoolboy, recalled being told he had skipped a couple of 

hours in the narration of his daily schedule, and was asked to detail the missing activities. 

Intensely meticulous, the guru urged followers to learn from the strengths of other faiths. The 

Muslim habit of praying five times daily showed commitment, Christian missionaries had 

spoken of their faith with pride in India, while the Jews showed admirable community spirit. 

Noted for displaying equal kindness to all who met him, he was a father figure to Narendra 
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Modi, the prime minister of India. At his funeral, Modi said that Pramukh Swami Maharaj 

would often analyse videos of his public speeches. “Two to three days later, I would get a call 

from him that I should not have spoken a particular word,” he recalled. 

The guru was equally tireless in addressing the concerns of his devotees, penning handwritten 

letters late into the night. He lived austerely by a strict vegetarian code, which also banned 

onions and garlic, and kept no money on his person. 

In 2007 he entered the Guinness World Records for having built and consecrated the world’s 

largest number of Hindu temples — 713 — including the world’s largest in New Delhi. 

When his disciples presented him with a list naming each temple he had built, he remarked: 

“Those that build temples don’t keep a list.” 

After his death, his body was displayed in a refrigerated cabin for his followers.  

Pramukh Swami Maharaj, religious leader, was born on December 7, 1921. He died on 

August 13, 2016, aged 94 

 

 


